
 

U.S. Constitution Study Guide 
 

I. Preamble  (Notes #2) 
a. Opening statement that describes the purpose of the Constitution 

b. States the Constitution is established by the people “We the people” 

 

II. Article I: The Legislative Branch (Notes #3) 
 

 House of Representatives Senate 
Requirements for office: -25 years old 

-Citizen for 7 years 

-Live in the region elected from 

- 30 years old 

- Citizen for 9 years 

- Live in state elected from 

Total Members 435 members 100 members 

Determined by Population Equal: 2 from each states 

Length of Term 2 years 6 years 

Presiding Officer Speaker of the House Vice President 

Special Powers Introduces bills dealing with 

money 

 

Conducts impeachment 

trials 

 

Powers of Congress Taxation, print money, issue patents, create an army and navy, 

declare war, elastic clause (can make necessary and proper changes) 

 

III. Article II:  The Executive Branch (Notes #4) 
a. Requirements for office: 35 years old, resident for 14 years, native 

born 

b. Many Hats of the President (Notes #5) 

i. Chief Executive: Enforces laws made by Congress 

ii. Chief of State:  Living symbol of this nation 

iii. Chief Foreign-Policy Maker:  Establish foreign policy  

iv. Commander-In-Chief: In charge of Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines 

v. Chief Legislator (law-maker):  Makes recommendations to Congress on 

laws  

vi. Political Party Chief:  Leader of political party.  Campaigns for others in his party who 

are seeking election 

c. Cabinet – President appoints (nominates) advisors who are experts in their field 

 

 

IV. How a Bill becomes a Law (Notes #6) 
 

1. Bill (proposed law) in introduced in either house(Senate or House of Representatives) 

2. Committee investigates and debates for full house approval 

3. Considered by the committee of the other house 

4. Voted on by second house 

5. President can sign the bill into law or reject it. 



Congress can override a presidential veto if 2/3 vote of both houses 

 
 

V. Article III:  The Judicial Branch (Notes #7) 
a. Supreme Court Justices are: appointed by the President, must be approved by a 

2/3 vote of Congress and serve for life (total of 9). Led by Chief Justice. 

b. Supreme Court interprets laws dealing with constitutional issues 

c. Judicial Review:  Supreme Court has the power to declare a law unconstitutional 

 

VI. Checks and Balances (Notes #8) 
a. Executive Branch can check the: 

i. Legislative Branch:  veto laws, propose laws 

ii. Judicial Branch:  Nominate judges to the Supreme Court, Pardon 

b. Legislative Branch can check the: 

i. Executive Branch:  can override a presidential veto with a 2/3 vote of both 

houses, impeach the president 

ii. Judicial Branch:  impeach judges, can reject nominees to the Supreme Court 

c. Judicial Branch can check the: 

i. Legislative Branch:  judicial review to rule laws unconstitutional 

ii. Executive Branch:  judicial review to rule presidential actions unconstitutional 

 

 

 

 

VII. Articles 4-7 (Notes # 9) 

Article 4: States are required to accept legal actions of other states. Congress has the power to 

admit new states. 

Article 5: The Constitution may be amended if ¾ of the states agree. 

Article 6: The Constitution is the Supreme law of the land. 

Article 7: Required the approval of 9 states for ratification. 

 

VIII. Bill of Rights: The Federal Government guarantees our basic rights and 

freedoms (Notes # 11) 

1st Amendment: Freedom of Speech, Press, Assembly and Petition 

2nd Amendment: The Right to bear arms 

3rd Amendment: No quartering of soldiers 

4th Amendment: No search and seizure without a warrant 

5th Amendment: “Due Process” You cannot be charged for the same crime twice  

6th Amendment: Requirements for a trial by jury, guarantees a lawyer 

8th Amendment: No cruel or unusual punishment, Bails and fines must be reasonable. 

 

 

Study this guide, your notes and the class review!  

Good Luck- you are now a constitutional scholar! 


